G12 Cell Outline October 18, 2010
A Sheep’s Purpose
Psalm 23. The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need. He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his name. Even when I walk through the darkest valley (footnote reading), I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me. You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You welcome me as a guest, anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with blessings. Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the house of the Lord forever (NLT, emphasis ours).
Luke 15:4–6. What man of you, if he has a hundred sheep and should lose one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness (desert) and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his [own] shoulders, rejoicing. And when he gets home, he summons together [his] friends and [his] neighbors, saying to them, Rejoice with me, because I have found my sheep which was lost (AMP).
God values each of his sheep tremendously. It is His desire that each of us come to salvation and continue to serve Him. We think of Psalm 23 as a promise of God’s comfort and care for us, and it is, but we need to read it in its broader context.
Questions: 


1.
Why do shepherds keep and farm sheep? (Besides the obvious, they are also kept to produce more lambs).

2.
What do you think God expects from us? (See Ephesians 6:6).

3.
What is God’s goal? (See Titus 2:11; 2 Peter 3:9).

4.
Who has God ordained to do the work of the ministry?


5.
Who is to guide those who do the work of the ministry?

Ephesians 4: 11, 12. [Christ] is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ (NLT).
This passage answers questions 4 and 5 above.

Conclusion


1.
A sheep is not a pet. It is there for a purpose.


2.
Each of us has a responsibility to contribute to God’s Kingdom.

3.
We do this under the guidance of the fivefold ministry and with the assistance and in obedience to the Holy Spirit.

4.
We need to contribute as part of a flock and not go off on our own like a goat.
Question: 

What contribution can each of us make to God’s purpose in Word of Faith Christian Centre?
Notices
	Danie Slabbert
	Revivalist. Sunday at 6pm.

	The Journey to Freedom
	

	Lap 1—
Pre-Encounter:
	Sundays, November 7 and 14 in the Chapel at 5pm.

	Lap 2—
Kingdom Kids

Survivor Camp:
	October 22–24. Waverley Hills. Cost R330. Contact Desmond, 084 501 1688.

	Solid Rock Youth Back to the Future Encounter:
	October 29–31. ACVV Marine Drive Youth Centre. Cost R300. Contact Ps Matthew, 079 527 1504

	Men’s Encounter:
	November 5–7 (Ps Don Flynn), at Waterways Retreat Centre. Cost: R250.

	Women’s Encounter:
	March 4–6 (Ps Mariana) at Waterways Retreat Centre. Cost R250.

	Lap 3—
Post Encounter:
	Wed & Thu, Nov 10, 11, 17 & 18 in the Chapel at 7.15pm.








