G12 Cell Outline October 11, 2010
Intimacy
A Gentle Whisper

1 Kings 19:11–13. “Go out and stand before me on the mountain,” the Lord told him. And as Elijah stood there, the Lord passed by, and a mighty wind-storm hit the mountain. It was such a terrible blast that the rocks were torn loose, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there was the sound of a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And a voice said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” (NLT)
Here Elijah has fled from Jezebel. He is alone in a cave when God speaks to him. There is a powerful wind that tears the mountains apart and shatters the rocks, but the Lord is not in the wind. Thereafter there is an earthquake and fire, but God is not in these manifestations either. Finally, there is a gentle whisper … This time God is in it.
Whisper means “the use of breath instead of voice” (Oxford Dictionary).

In Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 Paul tells the church to speak to one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.

Psalm: Any sacred song or poetic composition used to praise God.

Hymn: A song of praise to God, a saint or a nation.

Spiritual song: In scriptural context the Greek word used here for “spiritual” is pneumatikos which is derived from pneo, “to breathe hard or to blow.”

This means that we sing the songs of the breath (pneuma) of God. which means in turn that we can be so close to Him, that we can even hear His breath.

God’s Song over You

Ethiopia is known for having one of the hottest desert climates. At night the chief of a nomadic tribe sings to the camels to calm them down. Then they milk the camels to feed their children which gives them sustenance.
Zephaniah 3:17. The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing (NIV, emphasis ours).
God sings over you in your night time so that He can calm and quiet you with His love.

Singing God’s Song
Paul says in Ephesians 5:19, Speak to one another … (NIV).
He knew that this is a progression, because when you are discouraged you cannot simply conjure up laughter and sing a happy song. He knew the power of our declarations (Proverbs 18:21; Job 22:28). You need to speak the words in God’s song (Scripture) until it moves your emotions and becomes revelation, and then you will start to sing and dance.

After singing psalms and hymns you can progress to singing spiritual songs (breathed by God). This is when we sing prophecies over ourselves. We are not all prophets, but we can all prophesy.

Questions
How much time do we really spend with God?

What is your definition of intimacy?    

Are we allowing work, ministry and other things to stifle our intimacy with God?

Do bad things happen to us when we neglect our time with God? (This could be a controversial question).

Give a testimony of how God came through for you or someone else as a result of intimacy with Him.
Notices
	How to Manage Debt
	Ps Kalju Priilaid, Sunday at 9am.

	Raymond Cilliers
	Singer, songwriter and Worship Leader. Sunday at 6pm.

	Growing Together Marriage Weekend:
	October 22–24. Early Bird Special R890 till October 3, thereafter R990.

	The Journey to Freedom
	

	Lap 1—
Pre-Encounter:
	Sundays, November 7 and 14 in the Chapel at 5pm.

	Lap 2—
Women’s Encounter:
	October 15–17 (Ps Mariana) at Sumcay. Cost R250.

	Kingdom Kids
Survivor Camp:
	October 22–24. Waverley Hills. Cost R330. Contact Desmond, 084 501 1688.

	Solid Rock Youth Back to the Future Encounter:
	October 29–31. ACVV Marine Drive Youth Centre. Cost R300. Contact Ps Matthew, 079 527 1504

	Men’s Encounters:
	November 5–7 (Ps Don Flynn), at Waterways Retreat Centre. Cost: R250.

	Lap 3—
Post Encounter:
	Wed & Thu, Nov 10, 11, 17 & 18 in the Chapel at 7.15pm.








