G12 Cell Outline October 4, 2010
The Golden Altar of Incense
The Meaning of the Altar of Incense

Read Exodus 30:1–9. 

The altar of incense is a metre high. It is the highest piece of furniture in the Holy Place. Intercession and worship is the highest office.

The altar has two rings by which it is carried. That means that it stays level when it is being carried. Let your prayer life remain steady. Prayer should not be affected by circumstances.

The Heavenly Altar of Incense

Hebrews 9:24. For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us (NKJ).

The earthly tabernacle is a copy of what is in heaven.

Hebrews 9:2–4. For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called the sanctuary; and behind the second veil, the part of the of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant (NKJ).

In heaven the altar of incense has been moved into the Holy of Holies. The veil that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies has been rent and we have free access to the Father. The veil used to be a heavy curtain through which the High Priest would go once a year, carrying the altar of incense. According to Jewish tradition, as he stood in front of the curtain, holding the altar with burning incense, he would be taken behind the curtain supernaturally. That veil has been rent, but there is a new veil, the flesh of Jesus. Jesus is the only way into the Holy of Holies, and as we worship, we are supernaturally transported into that place where we become totally conscious of Him.
Freely Worship and Pray

We speak of the sacrifice of praise (Hebrews 13:15) as if it is something that we do because we should when we don’t feel like it. This is wrong. God doesn’t want us to come to Him unwillingly, but to worship freely.

Psalm 141:2. Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting of my hands as the evening sacrifice (NKJ).

Here we see that we freely bring our prayers as an altar of incense to Him and we lift our hands. Arms that are lifted up get tired, but we do it willingly in worship.

Revelation 5:8. … the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints (NKJ).
This vision represents what happens in heaven as we pray. Don’t burn actual incense. Rather pray.

The Significance of the Incense

Exodus 30:34–36. The High Priest would put incense onto the burning coals in the altar to release a sweet-smelling smoke. These are the ingredients that the priest from the tribe of Levi had to mix:

Stacte. This is the resin that weeps freely from the tree. Our prayers must come forth freely.

Galbanum. This is a shell fish found in the depth of the Red Sea. It is a ritually unclean animal The shells were to be crushed. Worship must come out of the depth of your soul with all your imperfection.
Onycha. Extracted from the broken limbs of a myrtle tree, this symbolises how you add to your worship out of the brokenness of your life.

Frankincense. This tree weeps its resin at three in the morning. It represents our intercession when we are woken up at night to pray.

Medication. All four of these are major ingredients in various medications. There is healing through prayer and worship.

Salt. Next the four ingredients are mixed with salt, because we are the salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13).

Crushing. Finally everything had to be crushed together. It will not smoke properly if it is not crushed properly. Picture your life going through crushing. Hardship brings forth a sweet fragrance in your life.

Questions

Have you ever felt the crushing of life?

There will always be suffering on the pathway of life so that we ask, “What is going on?” God is forming you to be to His praise and glory. What have your painful experiences been?
How has this biblical illustration helped you to understand the importance of prayer?

How has it helped you to pray?

Notices
	Prophet Denvar Marks
	Sunday, October 10, 9am

	Ps James Lottering
	Expect a Health and Financial breakthrough at 6pm.

	Growing Together Marriage Weekend:
	October 22–24. Early Bird Special R890 till October 3, thereafter R990.

	The Journey to Freedom
	

	Lap 2—
Men’s Encounter:
	October 8–10 (Pss Denvar & Fredrick), at Sumcay Camping Centre. Cost: R250.

	Women’s Encounter:
	October 15–17 (Ps Mariana) at Sumcay. Cost R250.








