Cell Outline March 29, 2010
Offenses Must Come!
1 Peter 3:9. …not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing (NKJ).
This verse says that when we return insult and abuse to those who do it to us, we cut off the blessing of the Lord.

Luke 17:1. Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come! (NKJ).
This verse says that offenses must come and woe to those who cause offense.

Questions


1.
Why do you think offenses must come to you? If God is so great, why did He allow you to face the offense?


2.
How did you handle it? Could you have done better?


3.
Did returning cursing ever cause you further pain? Or are you so used to the consequences of returning cursing that you think the results are normal?


4.
Have you ever experienced the blessing of returning kindness to someone who abused you? If so, what happened?

5.
Do you know someone who has lived this way? Did he or she receive the inheritance of the blessing of the Lord?

Blessing Instead

What would motivate us to bless those who offend us?


1.
Faith—Who do you trust? Do you trust your flesh or the Word of God?

We need faith, because with unbelief we can’t believe that God’s Word will work for us, because:

a.
Hurts rule us.


b.
Poor self-image rules us.


c.
We do not know in our inner being that we are loved by God. (The devil constantly tries to kill that truth in us).

How much faith do we need to pull out the offense roots and all like a mulberry tree and throw it into the sea of forgetfulness? See Luke 17:2–6.


2.
Experience—We have put the Word to the test and it works.


3.
Joy—Where does it come from?


4.
Peace—Where does it come from?

If one grew up in an environment where it was normal to get offended and offend in turn, how long does it take a repentant Christian to stop the pattern?

1.
Many Encounter Weekends?


2.
Learning not to say what you think, but to think what you say?

Note that every offense is a decoy to get your focus off what you should be doing constructively and for the Lord.

Notices

Easter Conference: April 2, 4, 2010 with Gary Kieswetter, Dr Andries Botha and Danie Slabbert.

Kids Fest 2010—Winning Ways: Being on God’s Team: For children 6–13 yrs. Mon–Fri, Mar 29–Apr 2, 8am–12noon. Cost: R10 per day or R30 for the week. Ps Matthew, 079 527 1504.

Larry Ford Concert: Sun, Apr 11, 7pm. One of Bill Gaither’s “Homecoming” stars plus three tenor combo and male choir. Tickets, R30 adults, R20 13–19 years, children free.

The Journey to Freedom

Lap 1—
Pre-Encounter: Sundays, April 18 & 25 in the Chapel at 5pm.

Lap 2—
Men’s Encounters: April 9–11 (Don), at Waterways Retreat Centre. Cost: R250.
Women’s Encounter: April 9–11 (Madge & René) at ACVV Marine Drive Youth Centre. Cost R250.
Youth Encounter: April 16–18 at ACVV Marine Drive Youth Centre. Cost R250.
Lap 3—
Post Encounter: Wed & Thu, Apr 7, 8, 14 & 15 in the Chapel at 7.15pm.

Friday Night Prayer: New time—6.30–9pm.






