Cell Outline March 22, 2010
Pay It Forward by Shane Willard
The Fifth Commandment
Exodus 20:12. “Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land which the Lord your God is giving you” (NIV).
As soon as some of us read this, it makes us nauseated. Others of us had good parents with issues.
Do we really believe that God’s way is the best? What do we do when our father and mother were not honourable? How do we experience the kingdom when the very thought of our father or mother makes us sick?

Honour

Honour is not:


1.
Ignoring wrongs. The wrong or evil was just that. It comes from the enemy.


2.
Saying what is wrong was right. This runs the risk of creating a new normal.

3.
Having no boundaries. Sometimes the honouring thing to do is to erect some boundaries: “I can be with them here, but not here.”
In Hebrew culture, honour has more to do with what we pass on to the next generation, than how we respond to the previous generation.
Honour is:

1.
Maintaining godliness through our generations.

2.
Breaking the cycle of ungodliness for the next generation.


3.
Tied to a promise that has to do with our length of time in the Promised Land.

What we pass on honours our parents. Sometimes honouring them means breaking the cycle of bitterness, anger, resentment and malice. It is all about what we are called to be.
How to Pass on What We Are Called to Be

In order to get healing from wounds and create the life of godliness for the next generation, we must:

1.
Appreciate the fact that we are alive. Before we deal with our parents in regard to issues, we need to develop a profound sense of gratefulness that, “I am actually alive.” Until then, we can never heal from our wounds. God used our parents before they did evil to us to make us. God sometimes uses evil people to do supernaturally good things. Human life is a miracle. God’s intent was never for us to carry heavy weight. He wants us to be free from guilt, anger and resentment for the cards we were dealt.


2.
See our parents in perspective of a sinful humanity.

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23, KJV).

3.
Give up the urge to stand in judgment, and let God take the vengeance.
But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way (Romans 14:10–13, NKJ).
You have no place to judge anyone. God is a righteous Judge. He knows best and can judge better than you. God hates the evil done to you more. They are accountable to God, not to you.

4.
Realize that they were wounded too. Their wounds wound you, so you have a choice to break the cycle, e.g. your dad not blessing and validating you, creates a profound hole in the heart. That hole was in their heart first and gets passed around to the people closest to them. Our parents had choices to break a wounding cycle or to pass it on. We can become what we hate, or break it.


5.
Realize that our life as a culture depends on it. Honouring parents is somehow connected to the way cultures and societies stick together in a land. If the contempt and anger, passes down, it soon breaks down the entire society, such as cycles of ridiculous violence and retaliation. The woundedness breaks down society by breaking down each family. How does a sixteen year old who hates his or her parents turn into a parent who is not hated? We learn to hate our parents more when we see ourselves in them. Are we becoming what we hate and are we becoming what we are in direct rebellion against?

Application
Are we breaking the cycle, or are we perpetuating it?
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.” And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord (Ephesians 6:1–4, NKJ).
Parents, if you want to get a sense of where you are with breaking the cycle, ask your kids where you exasperate them.
Option 1.
Your children cannot be honest with you. This creates a whole new set of problems.

Option 2.
Your children learn honesty and openness in a safe environment. It lets you know what can possibly change for the better.  The children’s respect for the parent goes up.

Parents are supposed to show their kid what God looks like—compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.

As parents:

1.
Do your children hear you talk about taking care of less fortunate people?


2.
Do your children hear praise and love because they are your child, or just when they do something? 


3.
Do your children see you be slow to anger with the slowest cashier in the store, or with the person who annoys you? Do you make an international incident out of it, OR are you showing them how God acts?

They are imitators. Would you want them to treat their husband or wife, job, worship, road rage, or attitude the way you do?  IF NOT, BREAK IT.

Notices

Easter Conference: April 2, 4, 2010 with Gary Kieswetter, Dr Andries Botha and Danie Slabbert.

Larry Ford Concert: Sun, Apr 11, 7pm. One of Bill Gaither’s “Homecoming” stars plus three tenor combo and male choir. Tickets, R30 adults, R20 13–19 years, children free.

Men’s Encounters: March 26–28 (Greg and Pierre), April 9–11 (Don), at Waterways Retreat Centre. Cost: R250.

Prayer Workshop—Love, a Different Kind of War…: Sat, Mar 27 in Hall 3, 9am–1pm.

Post Encounter: Wed & Thu, Apr 7, 8, 14 & 15 in the Chapel at 7.15pm.

Affiliated Women’s Encounter: April 9–11 at ACVV Marine Drive Youth Centre. Cost R250.

Kids Fest 2010—Winning Ways: Being on God’s Team: For children 6–13 yrs. Mon–Fri, Mar 29–Apr 2, 8am–12noon. Cost: R10 per day or R30 for the week. Ps Matthew, 079 527 1504.

Friday Night Prayer: New time—6.30–9pm.
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