Cell Outline March 15, 2010
Put on Christ

Romans 13:11–14. You know what a critical time we are living in, that it is high time for you to wake up, be roused from your spiritual slumber and face reality, for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far gone and the day has almost broken upon us. Let us throw away from us the evil works of darkness and put on the full armour, which the light of God provides. Let us walk transparently as those who walk in the full light of day, not in cutting loose so that everything and anything such as drunkenness, sexual impurity of quarrelling and jealousy, is acceptable in our lifestyles. However, you put on the Lord Jesus Christ, rather as if you sink into a thick coat in winter and wrap it around you to keep out the cold. By doing this you make no provision of plans to satisfy and make room for the flesh which would cause you to allow wrong desires to rule you (Ps Jimmy’s paraphrase).
How would you tell another how to put off the works of darkness and put on the character of Christ?

Separated from the Life of God

Ephesians 4:17–19. So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more (NIV).
The Gentiles:


1.
Have futile thinking


2.
Are darkened in their understanding


3.
Are separated from the life of God through ignorance.

4.
Are ignorant because of the hardness of their hearts.


5.
Have lost all sensitivity


6.
Have given themselves over to all sensuality and want more. (Sensuality includes sexuality, but also the desires of the flesh in general and in all specific spheres).
Putting on the New Man

We are therefore to:


1.
Be straight in our thinking in line with the Word of God and the nature of the Holy Spirit.


2.
Be enlightened and walk in revelation.


3.
Be tender-hearted. 


4.
Be sensitive to the will and direction of the Saviour.


5.
Have the fruit of self-control.

6.
Be made new in the attitude of our minds (Ephesians 4:23).

Ephesians 4:20–24. You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness (NIV).
WE ARE IN CHRIST—HE DWELLS IN US AND WE ARE IN HIM.  

The Importance of the Body in Putting on Christ

Galatians 3:27. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ (NKJ). (There are three baptisms. This is the baptism into the body of Christ at salvation).
1 Corinthians 12:12, 13. For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit (NKJ).
Can you put on Christ—and not have a strong relationship with the others around you who make up the body?

Can you miss church and cell and not fellowship regularly with the rest of the body—and put on Christ?

Notices

Shane Willard: Sun, Mar 21, 9am, 5pm and 7pm. Singles Breakfast, Sat, Mar 20 in Covenant Centre at 9am. Cost R60. Book with Madge.

Human Prayer Chain around the Nelson Mandela Bay Stadium: Monday, March 22 at 3pm. Park outside and enter at the Milner Avenue gate. Chain to be formed by 3.45pm for prayer at 4pm. Karin Hillhouse 084 6000 630.

Men’s Encounters: March 19–21 (James), March 26–28 (Greg and Pierre), April 9–11 (Don), at Waterways Retreat Centre. Cost: R250.

Soul Passion: Saturday, March 20 in Hall 4 at 10.30am.

Friday Night Prayer: New time—6.30–9pm.

Easter Conference: April 2, 4, 2010 with Gary Kieswetter, Dr Andries Botha and Danie Slabbert.

Kids Fest 2010—Winning Ways: Being on God’s Team: For children 6–13 yrs. Mon–Fri, Mar 29–Apr 2, 8am–12noon. Cost: R10 per day or R30 for the week. Ps Matthew, 079 527 1504.






